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CURRENT EVENTS IN LONDON AND BERLIN BY SPECIAL CABLE
Mrs. A. M. Thackara Receives

a Splendid Service of Silver
\mericans and Germans in Berlin Pay Tribute to the Popular

Wife ot the Consul General.The Ambassador and Mrs.
Gerard Preparing for Their Mouse Warming.
Special Dispatch.)

Heriin. Decemlx'r 27.
UPON i»« r return from Paris this

week Mrs. V. M. Thnckara fonu«l a

«|i»i ijrhtful surprise awaiting licr in a

vusnificcnt gift of silver from lu r large
. irolc of American and tJcrman friends
in lifrlin. aud which had been sent to

Mr. and Mr.-'. Thackara's house and
placed round the dining table. The gift
. .onsisis a hmro silver bowl, either lor
narh in- flowers; four doti andelahra
tl'-i wi"h ri"=* pink sih-: shades. lour

..>--jr nriotc dishes. four smaller bon-
>n ;sh' s Mid a shallow < nt .!:i>- salad

-iate. silv-r r'mrut'd. Fie ptitvh bow is
r.- ri!>-"i. "'Co Kloanor Sherman Tha« k-
ra, ir >:i> 1 i. r Irliti Friends," and at'h

>¦ the sni' !¦ r pieces hears her mono-

uratn ' .....tv.p.inxing the irii'l was a

.ftr.. h'liind in red >n< <e and lihly
ii*! 'd in ,..*! i. in whi«'h were written the

name «' ti.e 111 uonois. The in-crip
Hon roads;
"To Mr- Alexander M. Thnckara. frotn

her friends in Heriin, as a token «u her
untirin; y.eaI .n ev.-*-y c-»"d . .nns»\ her

n-ine.-s t" ihe slrancer and her loyally
and friendship-'

\- originally a r ranged, tliis murk of
appreciation was to have been formally'
presented to Mr-. Thnckara at a fare¬
well re r; :lcn at the American Woman's
«*] 11 b. hut this had to ho abandoned, owing
t-> a Ie.iih in the family.

< ouiit and Countess Anton Sigray are

e\peeted at (he Hotel F.spianade to pas-
th< Christmas holidays with the Amer-
nn Am'ias-ai'or and Mrs. tJernrd. who'

riil jive a dinner for them next Tuesday.!
Mrs. Marcus Daly, of Now York.'

mother of Mrs. Uerard and ' '<>imt. Si-!
-ray. also i« expected in Merlin a little!
Inter to he present at the house warming!
of the now Krnbas«y. -which will not occur
v eontemplnjed on New Year's Day.-

. wini; to t o amount of work involved in
renovating and furnishing the Schwnbachj
Palace, in the Wilhehnsplat-..
As soon a>. Mr. and Mrs. Cerard have

laken possession of their new home Ihpvj
will be plunged into a round of official:
iu!:es v. !ii< h make it necessary for tlions|
h> postpone the first l>i? rathering of their'
American compatriots until Lincoln's
I'irihday This chance will furnish Mrs.
Gerard an opportunity to do special honor
to her favorite hero in American history.
Mr. Willing Spencer, Second Secretarv

rrf the American Kmbassv, returned from
Farts before the expiration of liis month's
eave of ubsen >e to await instructions con-i
corning his transfer to Caracas
As no official confirmation of the1

.hange }ijis hevn received in Berlin, it is
probable that Mr. Spencer will remain
at his present post until late in January
and thus be one of the Ainlvassador's
-taff at the official conn functions of the
season. Mr. Spencer will be greatly
missed both in Herman and A'merican
social circles, as he has taken an active
p.rt in the manifold life ..f (he capital
If,, is president of the Harvard Club in
Iiorliu. is one of the (ioverning t'ommit-.
tee .'f tin? American Luncheon Club and
lias dole- much toward establishing Amer-

aii prestit'.- in go]f and tennis matche-
i lirouchout «ierman>
Mr. Spencer, who i-ami to F.erlin from,

St. Petersburg, hay occupied his present
Post for three'Veal-s and has made host.v
..I friends, ilis [lost will be filled by Mr.
<M".rpe T Summerlin, a graduate of
N\ est Foiut. who retired from the army
iii<J entered t:si. <:ip]oir.atie -ervice. He

conn's i.) Berlin from tin- Far Ka>t.
where lie was attached t<» ih«' American
Legation <slaff at Tokto and Peking.
Mr, Allison \". Armour- entertained

thirty gentlemen at dinner at the lio.val
Automohilc t'lub. Anumj tli«» guests
woro tlie Imperial < 'hancollor, T)r. von

Pethiiiann-llollwes ;. the American Am¬
bassador. tin- British Ambassador, Sir
Kdwiird (ioschen .Mr. Jos-ph Clark Grew
and Major George 'I' Banghorne.
Following liu- rotating idea adopted by

the American Luncheon Club, the last,
mooting of the organisation l'or the pros
'.nt year was bold on Wednesday at the
Kspluiiadc Hotel. with Mr. Willing
Spencer. mil' ol the . ioverniug Committee.'
as chairman and toast master. Mr. Fred¬
eric William Wile read all address of
welcome. writifn )>y I >i'. Stanley Shaw,
who was In have pivsided "ii tho occasion.!
iml who uii«*x pe.jedly was called out of|
town. The American Ambassador, who
tiovi-r lias absenioil hitn>-e|f from oue of
these meetings ol tho Luncheon < Mnb. was

present; also the Consul General. Mr.
Thaekara. Among the guests brought by!
members were Mr. Allison V. Armour.
Professor Archibald Coolidgo. Mr. Kobert
W. ('assalt. of IMiiladelphia: Mr. Wilhelm
Funk. the Amerieim portrait painter;
Mr. Karl Kitchen. <-f Now York; Dr.I
Smaller. the Privy 'Counsellor; ilorr
Ilecht. of the Gorman business world;
Captair Ilonry C. Whitehead and Mr. 1".
I 'yrincus.
Miss llalliday. an American painter

living in Merlin. nave her friends the op-
[lorttmit.v this week of viewing some of
her recent work. In pursuance of her
strongly marked preference for the color
>calo. her canvases were ar ranged in har¬
monious groups, the w :11s of a smaller
'tudio being hting with pictures display¬
ing some note of blue, while violet ami
yellow tones predominated in a largorj
reoiii. A glimpse it the Teirgarleu in
autumnal eo!nring."*"upon which was pro-1
jocted a characteristic figure of an old
hnishwoman, was one of the most inter-!
esting canvnses.
The figure and sketch of "The Con¬

valescent." a picture which was given a

place in the last Paris Salon, wore also
in the collection, ami till round the interior
was full of intimate charm. Miss llalli¬
day is doing a gn-at deal for the cause of
art in her native town of Cairo, 111., and
in addition to the fountain and sun dial
which she lias erected she sends each
year some work of plastic art to be placed
in the public park of that city. She is
leaving for America in January.
One of the chief topies of drawing room

gossip i«- the transfer of the Gorman
frown Prince from the Officers* Corps of
the Death's Head Hussars at Danzig to
rho General Staff Offices at Berlin. With
the Crown Prince aud Crown Princess
again in residence in thr Berlin palace,
the younger set of court soeieiy may ox-,
poet a resumption oi t he round or payetios
of which the royal couple over are the
soul and centre. Both are passionately
fond of dancing, and imitations to the
exclusive dances given at the palace are
keenly coveted.

It i* understood that the Crown Prin¬
cess \ui> one of the fir>t to succumb to
the tango fever, but. of course, the royal
edict put a pi if* t u > upon her in "linations
in this direciioii. l! all reports are true.!
however. »he wil! not 1r- here in in h during
the season, as she i- sai.l t«. be in delicate
health, and therefore a sojourn it some
length in Kgypt i* talked of.
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II the.-*- lirm: were able in
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is>. li nr.- ui> tloin^ f. 11* lim.x. ..f Kiiriipf-,
: he ne'.v \ ith '.allt and build 1.1
ill Rritai: and Americ.i .'. .ultl b.t\r ialier
oppoi t anltieK .«! proving their . .ipabiliti'H
land giving an adeijnnt" nt.un f"i the
moncj Invested in llieu.

MERRY CHRISTMAS IN ENGLAND

..-.y-^. IUVIH ^NXSJL>Or<^»^.\SX \>i.\ _,, '

LADY RATMDOLPH CHUPCHlLL AT THE PICTURE PALL ^7°Tn

Lady Randolph Churchill, who. since the dissolution of her marriage with Mr. Cornwallis West, has ?
reverted to her former and more famous name, took a prominent part in the picture ball at the Albert Hall. ?
Looking, it is correct to say, younger than ever, she appeared ns the Empress Theodora of Byzantium, wife 1J of the Emperor Justinian, who flourished about the year 527 A.D. ?

t

The Prince of Wales Has Been Seen Much in the West End, Buying His Presents, but Some
Alarm Is Caused by His Appearance, the Indications Being That

He Is Not Any Too Robust.
'Special Dispatch.)

London, December 27.
~r* HP, last work has been Riven upI chiefly to shopping, and I tunc- [

lions have been very few, as always
is the case during Christmas wool;.

I >0mion is very full and there are few
shooting parties in the country, the only
notable exception being a small party'
given by Lord Hurnhnin at Hallbnrn for
tho King.
The general prosperity ot the country i^

mirrored in the expensive nature of this
year's Christmas gifts. Many young men,
happily endowed with wealthy relatives,'
found small automobiles humming outside
their front doors on Christmas morning,
one firm alone having orders to deliver
fifteen light automobiles on Christmas
day, the majority for young university
men. the gifts representing a value of
?17,.Tiii(i. Another firm delivered six light
cars. In some cases automobiles priced
from S.'ur.u to sr..,VMt were given as
Christinas present*.
Apropos of the .shopping expeditions by;

iho royal family, the Prince of Wales and.
Princess Mary -went one day shopping
quite unattended in Pond street. They
were obviously enjoying the excursion.)
being free from restraint, judging by the
laughter (if the brother and sister.;
Strange to say. few recognized them, much
i<> the delight of the l'rinee and Princes*.
till being so busily engrossed with their
own affair-, but whenever lie was sainted
the Prince readily acknowledged the coin

pliment.
It was noticed, however, that the Prince,|though merry enough, looked rather pale!

and worn. Mis eves were dull nn<J heavy
and be bad l"st uiiieh of that springy, boy
ish walk usually characterizing liitn. In-j
deed, lie looked quite ill. Probably the)
rest of the Christinas holidays v. ,11 do hitn!
good, but ii is very well known that the'
Prince is none loo robust, and there is'
more than a suspicion 'hat he bus been I
rather overdoing it lately, what with his'
.studies and frequent dashes to town on

[social pleasure bent. Hut the tjueen will
look after hiin.none knows how better
than tJueen Mary.
Among the social events of the week

Ithe most important was the "Christmas
in Fairyland" bazaar organized b.v Priii
cess Alexander of Teek for the purpo«e of
{augmenting her scholarship fund at tho
j Imperial Service College j(t Windsor on
behalf of the sons of army and navy ot
iticerc who through death or stress of oir-l
.nmstancos have been unable to provide'

Sufficient moan* suitably to educate them
for the service of the empire.

It wa- opened by t^ueen Am»die. who
wore a dress of black charmeuHc, the)tn»1 ice haveing n vest oj' i\nry \\cm
hroidered net and laco. Hound the net
.collar were two rows of large and beau

ful pearls. She also wore a small bin- I.
\civet hat with ivory white ostrich feather
it one side and a white si..le .,| magnifi-

' cut Itussian sable. \ Christ niaslike,bouquet of white lilac and poinsettias and
eypi'epnt.dium op-hids tied with scarlet

ribflons made an attractive contrast to
Iter dress. *

Princess Alexander of Took, who re-]
ceived, presided over I!io Snow Queen
tree and wore a long t*Oiit of tailless er¬
mine, bordered at the hem and down the|
front, with .skunk, and a hrown velvet
hat finished with sienna colored ostrich
pinnies.

1'rincess ! .oni.se of liatteuberg. ii
charg.' of the Ali l»aba tree, wore a <...;.
Mie] skirt of duvetyn of sombre »>ha i<-
almost black, known as tele de ncsre.
and n hat of velour of the same shade.

All the stalls were named after fairy
lules. The Santa Clans stall was pre-
¦.idpil over by I.ady Harrington, the "Peter
ran" by I.ady Northbrook and I-ady St.
t 'yr.ts, the '.Aladdin'' by Lady lid ward
Churchill ami Mrs. McComiaek Hood-
hart, "Jack the Giant Killer" by .Mrs.
David IJeatty and Mrs. Althorpe, "Hansel
und (Jretel" by Lady Abinger. "Alice in
Wonderland" by mVs. Do Iiothschild,
"Cinderella" by l.aily Arthur Ilill and
Mrs. John Ward, the latter wearing a
duil black channelise tunic and skirt, the
collar of which was of white satin edged
with dark brown fur. There was a collar
and chemisette of ivory white net and
over it one string of beautiful pearls.
An Algerian capote of black glace silk
was bound round her hair and arranged
in a hig how at the back. Tt looked
Mrs. Hamilton McOormack Cioodhart

wore a picturesque Welsh dress with a
high hat and lace cap.
There also were interesting audiences

tt th<- (. aiety Theatre on Tuesday after¬
noon and evening to witness a repetition
of the pictures seen in tin? Picture Hall
it the Albeit Hall two weeks before.
i.Jucen Alexandra and Princess Victoria
attended in the afternoon.
The Duchess of Marlborough caine to

town fur the purpose, as she, was anxious
about the success of the fund in which
sh<- is so interested.

Prince and Princess Arthur of (Jon-
naught occupied a box in the evening, but
a lamentable story lm.i to be told as. a
se'iuel to the gr at picture ball on Decem¬
ber As mi outset a letter circulated
by the honorary secretary, I.ady Muriel
Paget, needs no ornamentation.
"A number of opera glasses," she writes,

"were provided for the convenience of the
Riif.ts and thirty of these were not re-
[turned. The loss falls upon the funds of
the charity for "which the ball was given.'
The ball was n great affair of wealth

jand aristocracy and many noble families
were represented and many historic cos¬
tumes worn. There was n tremendous
bla/.e of jewels. Tickets were $(5 and, «aye
tor tbe alleluia nee of the flunkeys, none
who could not afford to pay $1 for the
privilege wns admitted, and thirty opera
glasses provided for the guests were
stolen.

I»r»m ManuelY. arrival at Twickenham
with bis bride was something of a sur¬
prise. t'p to ihe last rnortient nearly
everybody was sceptical at the news that
I hey were on I heir way, as they had disap-
iiointed so often.

Some \vh«> were present >:i.\ the pre-,-il¬
lation address by the municipal "bigwigs"
was not nearly -noli an impressive imd
enthusiastic affair as several accounts
would lead one t<> suppose. In fact, ac-

cording to some, it was rather r'ne other
way.
Now the qu^tlon of the bride's title is

being discussed officially. It i< quite
neorrect t<> describe her as Qtioen An-
-.ustina. as some lime ago King flcorge
made it known that as far a.« the I'.ritish
court is concerned she js always to be
referred to as Donna Angustina tie Ura-
ganza, and in the event of her desiring
to appear at court this is the manner in
which she \\ ill be described upon her
invitation. Do in Manuel is extremely
eager that she be recognized as a queen
in this country, but for many obvious
reasons this i> out of the question, and
Doin Manuel is rather inclined to take
umbra go at the refusal.

TINT HAIR
TO MATCH DKHSS

_ < Special Dispatch.»
Loudon, December 'JT.

Ql l'L'l-; a new note was struck by
Aladtitin- l.ucile.and she is nothing if
not original -at one of her periodical

at ho:*»es" in llanovcr Square, which
was attended, .is usual, by about a hun¬
dred women holding high places in society.
This was the tinting of the hair to match

some ot the evening dresses.red, purple
and even green effects being given to the
|coiffure, oi' course by the Hearing of wigs
[oyer the closely swathed natural hair.
liJizarrc though the idea may sound, in re¬
ality it was most successful. In the case
|ot some biaci; aiul white tango dresses
jsnow wlilto hair was worn, with black
tulle hats.
Among Die most effective of the even-

Jinn dresses was one in Ivory satin with a
skirl divided at the hent^to show a pale
lilue lining, a girdle of pal© blue sapphires|«nd diamonds and a broad band of skunk
'across the front. With this dress a tiara
was chosen to match the girdle.
The dancing of the tango wus one of the

chief excitements of the afternoon, al¬
though the- actual dance Itself was one of
tho gentlest and most gracefully subdued
description. Tho lady dancer wore a. won¬
derful dress of, pale green charmeu.se
trimmed with narrow bands of orinine and
worn with n lampshade tunic of nil); mw,
and a fiualnl little long sleeved coat of
black and white striped velvet slopping
short Just above the waist. Her green
shoes were made conspicuous by their
black and white striped heels.
other very pretty evening dresses were

arranged in pink and silver gauze, in
mativo flowered taffetas, and again In
bronze taffeta.**, gorgeously embroidered
wllh gold. Long, flowing shoulder scarves
In nlnon, draped front tho centre of the
back and caught up lightly In either hand,
iadded greatly to the. grace and charm of'many of the evening dresses, while there
was an extraordinary fascination, too,
about the wonderful shimmering fabrics,
the delicate contrasts of color and the
clever introduction of dark fur 011 the
[gleaming satins and in the midst of the
pearl and silver embroideries.

Germany's Rulers Suffer
Under High Cost of Living

I Even the Kaiser Feels the Strain on His Pursestrings and It !sReported I le Will Replenish His Coffers by the Sale
of Some of His German Castles.
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.. on, here imderst.ir is that royaltv

"I t , xereise of royal power, e.-p*ria]:v
» h milltai 1st cuntry. .nnot be

tjlnci without splendour arul pomp The
A'M'' fnr »n««nc*. receives a.W/rt -t

'.'ea; nH Khl« I'r.ifs'i and £&>.*» mor¬
as German I-.'rnp. ror 1, t .»,>1 't, out tiiij amount can-
roi ,lt,d not M|ff. c lo keep tho

:'°Urt as wcl» »« himself, and his family,
..ven the traditional -cro«-,. propertv"
insufficient, .'or the Kaiser insists on

having a brilliant. a;,d corresponding ev.

pensive court. lie managed three v.ars

..'go to induce the Reichstag to grant him
»» Increase of "salary," but not without

J1' a"d kn<1 even the supporterd of
t.<e Increase hinted to His Majesty that .o

urther Increase »-oHd in any clrcujn-
»tances be granted as long as he reign* 1.
Mill, we hear now that the Kaiser Intends

making a little money by selling some «.f
h«s sixty German cables. This i.s not

astonishing.first, because he own- a-rles
and shooting boxes which ho never man-

agos to visit; second, because It i, quite
comprehenslb'e *>,< ,

v

i.ia. mis year has be<Tj a

heavy burden on the imperial privy purse,
it is of course Impossible to estimate ¦ ven

approximately what the Kaiser spends,
generally speaking, and what additional
expense was enforced upon him by the
marriage of his daughter. Princess Vic¬
toria I^ulse, in May, and by the celebra¬
tions of the silver jubilee of his accession
In Jun<- last.
A court official told me that tho expense
md been borne by the Kaiser alone, with¬
out assistance from the .State. If one takes
'"t° account the magnificent receptions
given to King George. Queen Mary and
Isar Nicholas, as well as the uncountable
Princes who visited Berlin on both these
momentous occasions, and their suites (for
the Kaiser insisted on paying all tho hotel
".Is of these ladles and gentlemen); if one
takes into account the dinners, luncheons,
excursions. receptions, 'the additional
motor cars and carriages which were

bought, and finally the beautiful and
costly wedding presents the Kaiser and
WaiEerln gave to^their daughter, one can

easily reach the conclusion that the mar¬

riage and Jubilee fCtes must have cost the
Kmperor something like J:2<Y)OOOt
As long as tho civil !lst cannot pay this

amount means must be sought and found
to pa> it from another source, if the
Kaiser's intention to sell some of his
castles is carried out it will be the best-
ami the most melancholy.proor that life
is becoming more expensive alike for those
who labor In workshops and those who sit
on thrones.

rho now King of Bavaria, Ludwlg Hi.,
was quick to seize the opportunity of in¬
creasing his civil list, and asked for an

increase of £50,000 in tho midst of the
accession celebrations. The increase was

granted, but, curiously enough, tho grant
of that increase has dangerously spoilt the
prospects of other kings and reigning
grand dukes who might bo tempted to ask
for "rises," too, for tho Diet debate on

the civil list revealed some strange facte
about tho manner In which the Bavarian
grant is spent.

It showed, for Instance, that .1120,000 was
squandered every year for tho bringing up
of 800 "royal Pages" lu the. places, tho
civil list paying that amount, although
tho future pages all belong to the wealthi¬
est families In Kavarla and could afford
to pay their own expenses, it was also
said that the Kings private pharmacy
costs tho civil list about XU.OOO every year
which caused a socialist member of the
Diet to remark. "I can furnish the royal
family with medicine (be said "castor
oil") at better rates."

o/tmirt ' tUl °'V" ;u,y
of titled parities and readily pays vast

sums for the enjoyment (shooting partio*,travelling. ) hi' the members, Inuumcr-able as they appear to I'm, of the my if(household. Aiul ail that from a civilof JLI-GO.OOQ; i)no cannot help being sur¬prised, not at the magnitude of the civillist, but rather at its smallness, comparing;it with its tremenilou.s anil wholly unjusti¬fied liabilities.
The King of WOrtcnberg also asked, amiI wuh granted, an Increase of civil list la- t

.years, hut the fourth aii'l last of GermanKins~. the King of Saxony, who has an-
nounoed his intention of asking for an In-
;crease, t'>o. is Itkely to meet with a rebuffI at tho haM*Is of the I»1 t First, socialist*
'are v< ry strong in Saxony, and any11< r<-:i e nf royal < s pcndit'ire !?¦. by prlii-

- ililr, b.iniu .! by !!:<. <x.tr> mists of the 1 .. f» ;..".oiiii, evn court pcopl" in Saxony statuiihat the King should not got more ptibiioi money .n iont; a he do' n not remarry, arj
j I he court functions in Dresden have beenreduced to the indlspensiblo becau*® of theai -enco of a <.^u<'«-n ; finally, the King *.?'.known 'o >». one <>f the. ri« h>"st inen, an«{
especially one of "Jie greatest land owners,1 within the German Empire. An Increase of
civil list would st»m an affront to tbo.Saxon people; and the King of Saxony,a.'io know? that by this time, Is »adly re¬
flecting upon the advantage of observingthe proverb, "F'ir?t come, first served."

Trying to Grow
British Tobacco

hxperiments Being Made in lis Culti¬
vation in England Are to L-ast

Hve Years.

¦Special Dispatch.)
London, Deccrnbpr 27.

if | < iHACCO, wrote the Irish rhyin-I liter, "is an Indian weed." hut how¬
ever that may have b*;en it is now

being acclimatized in the Hrltlnh Isles.
Already it is grown !r. Ireland ar.d many
experiments are being made In its cultiva¬
tion In England.

'1 he patch nearest London is the eight
* acres Krown by Mr. Trevor Williams at
l»> in t. about l.'.'o pounds .tn acre: but
the largest crop in the kingdom Is grown
at Fleet. 1 iampshirc. by .Mr. Urandon,
chairman of the New Tobacco Oroweis"
Society. At Metiiwold, In Norfolk, Major
\N hitmore has a tobacco farm of nix acres,growing < igaretto tobacco.yellow Orinoco
and a little Latakla.
The experiment bring made by the To-huc.o lirowiTH' Society and the Develop¬ment i ornmussion is to last tor five ye«trs.Hy th- end of that time It I,, expectedthat the question whether tobacco i*an ho

grown to profit on a very large scale inHiitain will be settled.
In the new Nineteenth Century Air.U J'ot>ertso!i-.-coit, in an article oilEnglish and v\ c-ish Tobacco," alludes to'tic fact that Lrltaln importsworth every year, arid nays there is nodoubt that tobacco can be grown in Eng-

. ""1 "ot the question of Englishtoliacco, h«- declares, for the tobacco of
commerce is m arly alv.uys a blend. Tholush cigarettes now on the market are ableml ot Irish and foreign tooacco. Theptobletn is the problem of growing to aprofitv
''UFH FOR A.MERICAN TOBACCO.»\ hat arc declared to be autocraticmethods on the part of the Imperial To-
"acco Company, which is believed to con-ti"l eighty per cent of the business In this
countr}, have fostered a discontent in thetiadu which makes conditions favorablef"i an American invasion, according to astatement made to tho writer by Mr.Henry .lerroid Nathan, a cigar and cigar¬ette Importer.

.Mr. Nathan thinks that If Mr. John Sur-brug, who Is here In .London consideringthe entrance of the Tobacco Products
Corporation of America into the Englishfield, were to lay before the independent'manufacturers a satisfactory plan of cam¬
paign the absorption, of many of the be*tof them would be an easy task. It wouldal o he advantageous to the latter, manyof whom are doing little more than payingtheir way and some not even that. Thoionly danger Mr. Nathan sees in such ascheme Is that ultimately the two big com¬
panies, American and English, mightamalgamate or enter Into a working agree¬
ment. J(e thinks legislation should Inter¬
vene to prevent this.

. The trader will welcome an oppositionby a powerful combination," said Mr.Nathan, "us ho is dissatisfied at themiserable return which he derives fromthe sale of the Imperial goods.
"Wholesalers and retailers obtain an

average of 3», per cent gross profit on t!i«,Imperial Tobacco Company's proprietarygoods. Tills Includes a bonus of IVi pere«-nt. which they are liable to lose if theyoffend the company, if for some allegedoffence they are blacklisted, their names
arc circulated around the trade with athreat that anybody supplying the offend-big trader is liable to Iihvo his supplierstopped. Thus he is boycotted, and unlesslie can suc ceed in secretly obtaining hissupplies ho must fall to tho ground.
(METHODS OF THE TRUST.

"A trader will also liavif his bonusstopped IT he gives greater prominence inhis windows to an independent manufac¬
turer's goods, and as the Imperial holds'nine months' bonus in hand the loss to tho.trader of one-third of his profit Is a fa'.
tor which at times has a serious eff'o.-t
upon hihi financially. The Imperial To-jbacco Company has inspectors whose sol*duty is to wa :h these windows, and tho
trader is punished on tho ex-parte state-
merit of one of these Inspectors, as tits*Imperial forms its own bench of Judgesbefore whom the trader Is denied the privi¬lege of appearing to refute any statementthat may be made by these overzealou-?
officials.
"When Mr. Duke came over from Amer¬ica to capture the English tobacco tradein 100?, his first move was to purchaselogden's Liverpool business, and through(his American methods the Ogden brand

! rapidly took the field. This brought aboutthe amalgamation of the Ogden compan -

and the Imperial, and Mr. Duke left Eng¬land with one and a half millions as h .

share of the profit. The Imperial TobaccoCompany then popularized the brands oftheir leading branches and left the Ogdenbrands to exist only on a minor scale, thinproving'that It is no hard task to famil¬iarise the. English smoking public with nowbrands."


